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Navigating the Retaining Wall Permitting Process
A Homeowner’s Guide to Roanoke Codes & Inspections
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'The Starting Line: Permitting Triggers
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City of Roanoke: > 2 Feet

Permit required for anything retaining over
2 feet of unbalanced fill.
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7l & Permit required for any wall retaining
s 2 3 feet or more of unbalanced fill.

NOTE: Unbalanced fill refers to the height of the earth held back by the wall, not just the visible face.
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"Escalation: When is an Engineer Required?

Engineering Escalation Matrix
City of Roanoke Roanoke County
12+ £t —
F Zone3 : :
T B Special Inspections Program
10 ft s

== (or >4 ft unbalanced fill) EXPANSIVE SDILS.:
+ If the property sits

8 ft —+ on identified high-
i I - . . 2 clay “shrink-swell”
— Licensed VA Professional Engineer Stamp Required BT s JaiPE Tatndation

T + design is required
+ 6 ft regardless of base
_;_ (or <4 ft of unbalanced fill) LNIBEHD ds:

4 ft =

2 £t e Standard Manufacturer Designs Acceptable

0 ft -
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; Decoding the Application Plot Plan

e Adjoining Streets
)

e Proposed Wall
Location

Lot Dimensions +
& Shape

Height & Length
Specifications

e Adjoining
Streets

Profile showin
relationship o
unbalanced fill to
the wall

ENVIRONMENTAL TRIGGER: If the disturbed area exceeds 2,000 sq. ft., an additional Erosion &
Sediment Control Plan is automatically required.
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Critical Construction Inspection Gates

//// Progress Gate Diagram

The Footing 2 The Final Building
7 Inspection 5 Inspection
7
g Project
Excavation 7 Completion
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TRENCH READY WALL COMPLETED

Mandatoxy: Must be
called BEFORE

pouring concrete or
covering any work.

Mandatoxy: Must be
called AFTER backfilling
1s complete to
officially close out
the permit.

PERMIT
CLOSE-OUT |

ROANOKE COUNTY EIE
DISPATCH PROTOCOL

et

INSPECTION

REQUIRED REQ: Application Number

+ Job Address
CALL: 540-772-2065
TEXT: 833-886-2067
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